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ILET TER to Himſelf. 


1 SIR, 
| ]= the Honour to know you any other way 


f 


than by your Writings and C er ; but from 
thence I have entertain'd ſuch an opinion of you, 
| that I thought my ſelf obliged to ju Rn 
{World in ſuch things as I ded capable of any de- 
{fence, and to deſire you to undertake your own vindi- 
| cation, where I found my ſelf at a loſs how to ſerve 
| lyou. 
| || Sometime ago you obliged the World with a Book, 
, Entitled Chrift:anity not Myſterious ; which I perceive 
W =—_ abundance of oftence here in England, and 
tas drawn upon you the cenſure of the Iriſþ Parliament. 
have a great m_ violent things ſaid gui 
| this 


* ca 
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this Book by Men of all ranks and conditions, and a_ 
great many Pens have been ingage in Writing it down ; 
but, aokwitktanding this mighty diſlike, People have 
gencrally taken to it, Iam very much diſpoſed to be- 
lieve that, if they had not been too much prejudiced to 


regt;zit oyer,with;dug car attenyon, W 
patiehce t thy fothe other parts Mi prormkd , the 
wouſd hardly have conCet uch terrible appre- 


henſions of your performance,, and conſequently would 
have been more moderate in their reſentments. 


The a Bs oe - % et _ is.againſt the 
3 


Title and Deſt of ithe Book, '?Tis kn impudent thing, 
I am told, for a Man to publiſh to the World in huge 
Capital Letters, that Chriſt :anzty is not Myſterious, when 
all Seas and Parties of Chri/t;ans, have agreed to ſpeak 


of erteok the Chriſtiap Relician; aud a deli 
fo tkenini tCgie Uelye all the Farhbrs . 
Writers of the whole Catholick Charch, and toca!l them 
a Company of Ignorant Fellows, -that did not ,under- 
ſtand any thing of the Religion they profeſs. : 
v{Phiswa fevere charge-indeed;” but if yowprove your | 
peat, :Þe<hmb/-a very najuſt gme;! 'for:croms ave oN 
ed ant confated; bb*nheyonevey © lanciert ar 
rable; 'acid neverife-well th bltithegintht World ; 
naÞ, vthe longer they-have Rood 5and the: Wider they 
are: ſpread; che more Heroictis the. Adventurer, who 
layslisPen-to the root of 'them,-and: has :the-courage 
to give the firſt ſtroke towards their fall : And therefore 
the niamControverſy betwizg youandthe rwo!Nazion; 
_— entirely. upon'\'the proof you- have.given, 'of 
what you undertook to-demonſtrate tothe Workd,: -If 
then-it can be ſhewn that you have- made-pood all you 
pretended:to prove in'/your/Book, you will ve 
ih 6, meaſure 
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mealitejuſtifyed, vas to the deſion and: fbe/fante of your 
Work; and A ſec Had Ss be RY for the Bs. 
nazement of it afterwards. 

Now I muſt needs own , notwithſtanding there are 
ſo many eminent 'Namies againſt. me, that you have 
gone a great way rowards' proving the poidt'you pro- 
poſed to eſtabliſh in your Book.C hriſtianity not Myſterious 
is your Tire, and your profeſt Deſign is to make it 'ap- 
pear that there are »o My#eries in the Chriſtian Religion ; 
but then it is to be remembred that this Title belotigs 
to the whole undertaking, 'which is'ro conſiſt of threg 
Parts; and?ds as certain as any Masirh whatſoever 
that the Geligh carinot be 'perfeed before the conclu- 
ſion of the Work. | Y 

- All that you take upon you to do in the firſt part of 
your Work,” which is our, is to acquaint us with the 
ewo Aiffererit ſgnifications of the word Myhtery ; to 
(lib that tfierart 4b My Pebie; int rhe Chrifh ils Rebiaton 
d&&rdingto one ſenfe of the Word, arid to aſſure us 
there are aone in the other Fife pf it,” with 4 promiſe 
of proying'lt in the other Parts that atE to come ; and 
all this, with ſubmiſſion to better judgments I humbly 


conceive you have performed to a title. os eng 
"For; in the firſt plate it muſt be. allowed to be true 
that the word Myfery, does 'commonly ſignify either 
femetbinig which 'we do not anderſtind, becauſe it 15 not diſ- 
tovered'to as, or ſomething that we cannot comprehend, or 

fally know after it is diſcovered. | 

It is likewiſe as grain that there can be zo Myſteries izs 
Chriſtiapltfin the firſt ſignification of theWord; becauſe 
the whole Chriſtian Religion being Revealed to us in 
the Scriptiires of the New Te/tament, and there being no 
further Diſcoveries to be expeQted,it would be very a 
B 2 urd 
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ſurd to ſay. w' 7}. not underſtand any part of the Chrs- 
ffian Religi, *apon the account ofits not bon Reveal- 
ed to us; and therefore for Men who have'this Notion 
of Myſtery, to ſay Chriſtianity is Myſterious, is as much as 
to ſay,Chriftianity is not Revealed; which is ſo falſe and 
unwarrantable a Poſition,and fo fully proved to be ſo by 
you, that I hope hereafter, whatever Jews or Deiſts ma 
lay, there will be no Chriſtians to be found, that will 
dare to maintain the My/teriouſneſs of Chriſtianity in this 
Senſe. 

But if we conſider Wfeery in the other ſenſe of the 
Word,I muſt confeſs,all theChriftians I have hitherto had 
occaſion to Read of, or Converſe with, have thought that 
there were Myſteries in the Chriſtian Religion. Since 
therefore you appear to be ſomewhat Singular in your 
Notions upon this Point, if you pleaſe, we will take a 
more particular account of the Popu/ar Opinion before 
we examine yours, that ſo we may be more capable 


Judges of the difference betwixt them, and of -the pre + 


ent Coptroverſie that has occaſioned. ed 51 

Now the common Opinion concerning the Myſteries 
of the Chriſtian Religion , as far as I underſtand it, is 
in ſhort this ; That there are a great, many things.de- 
liver'd to us-in the Scriptures of the Pant unug leans 
without Revelation from God, we ſhould have known 
nothing 'at all of, and which, as they ſtand there Re- 
veal'd to us, we know now but i part : Some of them 
we look upon to be of ſuch aNature,that we are not able 


in the preſent ſtate of our Faculties, to conceive beyond 


ſuch a Degree, and which we expeQ a further Compre- 
| henſion of 1n another ſtate of more Perfetion,fuch-as are 
the' PoQtrines of the Trinity, Incarnation, &c. others 
there are which are but in part Reveal'd to us,. and 

which 


Mr, Toland. 
which we are capable of knowing further in this ſtate, 
if God. had been pleaſed to give us a clearerand fuller 
Diſcovery of them, ſuch as are the Prophecies contained 
in the Revelations, and other parts of Scripture. 

This is the Valgar Faith, to which yours being direQ- 
ly oppogd , it muſt be this; That there 1s- nothing in 
Scripture but what is fully diſcovered to us, and what 
| wefully comprehend ; that we do not now ſee through 

« Glaſs darkly, but that we perfeQtly know, even as we are 
known. 

This is yoxr Opinion, and fince you have kindly pur- 
poſed and intended to make it ours too,I cannot imagine 
what reaſon any body ſhould have to Condeman fo gene» 
rous a Deſign. For my part,l am not of that proud or in- 
vidious Temper to be uneaſie under the Honour you are 
like to get by ſo Noble anAtchievemeat,as you are now 
upon;nor amI1concerned who it is that informs me ofan 
thing, when I am to be the better for his Information. it 
my- Author be a good one, *tis all one to me whether he 
be 1riſþ,or whether he beGreek,orLatin,whether he have 
a long Beard, or none at all : and therefore, I cannot but 
think you have beea a little hardly uſed, to betreated ill 

urely for ſuch a deſign, as plainly tends to improve our 

nderſtandings, and enlarge our Knowledge. If in- 
deed, pou ſhould fail in your Attempt, you could not 
poſſibly expeCt ro ſave your ſelf from a great deal of 
Scorn and Diſgrace, and I cannot ſay the ſcurvy uſage 
you would thenprobably meer with would be altogether 
unjuſt, for I think People have reaſon to take it ill to be 
put out of their way, and to be diſturb'd in the peace- 
able Poſſeflioa of Ancient Opinions, by new ines 
that cannot make out their claim to be admitted; © 

But the World has'no reaſon to cry out againſt you 


yet 
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yet fiporithis-acoount:;: for you ayenat- yetTae to. the | - 
proof of -your New Divinity ih- that part of your 4lifs | | 

courſe which is already ;printed-z-you have'only "prepa- 
red the way and Skirmiſh a little with ſome flying foe 
geftions in-order to. lead on the min arguments with 
more force in the: ſecond part; 'which'8r& to be backr 
and maintained by a ftrong” reſerve in'the Viird. This 
is your deſign, and it.is por only a deſigh ; but you give 
us ſuch mughty.promiſes and aſſurahees 6f: bringing this 
deſign melee + no body can juſtly doubt but 
ou are fhrmiy.ipelwaded of your 'vwn ſuffficritcy to 
oeRit 3,whichcoull you wr a? To 
Book befides!what is betore|tnehciored, Add rherefbre, 
havieg:made:good evety thing you rook' 'tipon you to 
ﬆ. asfarr.as youare gone, -I mult-needs ſay; tis a pre- 
judging the-cayſe to condemn you before the other parts 
you:bave promiſed are put out : whereupor''T wilt faf- 
pend my jadgraent of your work till I haye- it/altoge- 
$her,.aod wall live in expeftation of GE ) 

polad ſferrts of the Chritien Religion unldckt, xl 
datk-Prophecies'of che New Teftament unfolded, at 
allithe hard and[intricate paſſapes of it me wr, nie 
plain, fo that all: Prife: 4nd coutention ſhall ceaſe. from 
awovg us; there ſhall be ns {tading into captivity By itm- 
poſing falle Notions upon us, #o'complarning any thore bf 
the! dfficulties of Refigion. ''Oh what k Si6rious Kate 
will here: be, . and how-hiappy ſhould I think my felf 
iF1:ſhovuld live to ſee the'day when the Revelations ſhall 
be as eaſy. to be underſtood as ary Hiſtory of paſt mat- 
ters+96-fac., 'Whenh the book with the ſeven tals, Thall 
he pred, and wo ſhall certainly be informed 'of every 
thing that is. in it 3 when we ſhall' have ſich a dear 
and tfitelligible account of the Trinity that Dr.-S, — 
. r. 


—— 


Re 06{ haFugres it; »nd alt the T9 ari avs ſubſcribe 
ro 5! where Mati'may+b&' convifted'6f Ovieinal! Sin as 
as hvicaw of Miitder'y and" che Brorna Deevees of 
Cab (hi bi blaner thaw 47s of Parthanjent 17! © 
I muſt confeſs I do not believe any thing of alt this 
cid be! Yon,” beeawſd- n6 bady - has done Nr es 'thin 
HRS it Yr, Ln bacaiſe I yan eonceive wth : 
Man eauld 26'66 work if hewonld venture paſty 
#4? atterkpt : "Bur this may be prejudice inme+; for Fam 
not to meaſure another Man's genius by my own! , nor 
re deſpair of new diſcoveries which have eſcaped} the 
tey capacities 'of our qo '” And -therefor& TI 
Jon think'T have'juſt $romny | co find fault win, your 
work-till I ſee it e6rely my * nor" hehe y at 'the 
raſhneſs of your defipry tit} {24 Arey Epos Kovered | 
our miſcarHape in 10; and, : 
think others to blame who es roo' yy and'ſec 
fejely'þ evident 'the na! df #9and  abever af your 
' 1 7({08 er M1 4 (hls 
* Fn vlie nbxet placs ther let” 'us fre-whir' an de fag in 
deferive/'of the Management and 'Comut? you haye obs 
ſerved in'thisaffzir. An here yau muſt give-me leave 
69 deal Freel: with'you, and let you know that, how 
ch ſoever 'P am inclined-to the favourable ſide, Teafi- 
6 -help thinking char: there' are ſome. particulats, 1n 
Which yok havenar raken- ſuch juſt nd mabers) yg a meaſures 
© 


74 =y nicefefs'sf 'your” Lt bt Vi I 
ence, or -have' the'fa 

fea Teeny you v ake'© 6 ro. 
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taken notice of to you already in Print, and by thakolp 
which to & 


of thoſe, you might eaſily find out others, 


curious and exaCt Reader would furniſh the like matter 
of exception ; and therefore I ſhall not trouble you with: 


any remarks of this kind. 

But that which, - in my opinion, is the greateſt over- 
ſighs,you have.been guilty of, and which I judge you 
moſt to blame for, is the printing one part of your dif- 
courſe by it ſelf without the others. - For a Paradox 
ſhould never be afferted, but it ſhould be at the ſame 
time throughly proved, and therefore it was not fo pru- 
dently done of you peremptorily to aſſert that Chrifti- 
&nity Was.not Myſterious, 'before you had perfeftly con- 
founded the Myſteriouſneſe of it by dint of powerful Ar- 
Fumenc. You might eaſily have foreſeen that the ver 

itle of your Book, would ſhock a great many hone 
Chriſtians, who came with an intention to read it, and 
very probably to ſuch a degree, that they would not 
have the patience to go any further : But, if they did 
overcome their prejudices fo far as to read it over, *twas 
caly for you to have imagined what their reſentments 
would be when they found a bold Title ſtand naked 
and unſupported by any proof. . For to ſet the matter 
in a ſtronger light ; ſuppoſe the Title of ſome Book 
had been Chriſtianity an Impoſture, can it be believed 
that a Chriſtian Nation could have bore ſuch an aſſertion 
as this, if it had not been irrefragably and unqueſtion- 
ably made out in the Book ? And would net the Author, 
think you, have been juſtly. cenſured for it ? Had I 
therefore been one of your Friends, that yu had been 

aſed to conſult this occaſion , it been my 


adyi-ero ours publiſh your whole Diſcourſe together, 


(if I hadliought fit to adviſe the publiſhing any an 
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alNand to recommend it totheWorld under a ſofter and 
more unexceptionable Title ; and you ſhould have re- 
ſerved all your ſtrong terms and hardy aſſertions till a 
full and coovincing proof of your point had made way 
for their reception. 

There is another miſ-management I have heard ob- 
jeRed to you, which I cannot wholly excuſe you for,tho? 
I dont think it affefts the main deſign of your Work 
ſo much as it is imagined by others to do ; and that is 
the obſcerity of your way of Writing. I have often 
heard it urged as an unpardonable thing for a Man to 
pretend to go about to prove that there's nothing in 
Chriſtianity Myſterious in a Book where every thing is 
perplex'd and obſcure,and where common eafte Notions 
are deliverd in ſuch a manner as to be difficultly under- 
Rood ; buteſpecially your Notions of Reaſon, and Evi-| 
dence,and your account of the Original and Progreſs of our ' 
Kyowledge,which ſeem to be taken out of a clear Writer, 
were thought to be ſo confuſed and fo odly ſorted to- 
gether in-your Book, that it was'deem*d impoſſible for 
you to play your Game well with ſo ill a hand; upon 
which occaſion it was ſaid, that you muſt 'go to ſtock 
again, if you hoped ro make any thing of it. And indeed 
I was not able to deny the charge; I could not help 
obſerving this fault my ſelf, tho*I was willing to lay it 
upon my ownUnderſtanding,till I found my ſelf oblig*d 
by the general conſent of others to put it to your Ac- 
count. * 7? 

However,tho? I have been forced ro allow your Book 
to be obſcure, and in the Phraſe of rhoſe rhat ridicule 
it, Myſterious; yet Fdo and will maintain ro any Man 
that condemns it upon that account, that this can beno 
juſt prejudice to the Cauſe you have undertook, For 

- if 


[0 


_ if in clearing and brightoning the dark parts of the Chr 
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if y6u can but certainly prove that Chri/fianity is not Mye 
ſterious\tis no matter how. obſcure a Style you wrice in; 


{tian Religion, ſome obſcurity ſhould ſtick to the hand 
that does it, what Impeachment is that to the Work ? 
Orif you ſhould take all the Myfterzes out of the Scri- 
pture, and put them into your Book, what”s that to any 
body 2 ? Tis of Importance to have our Religion clear, 
but not your Book, 

And ſince I have taken this freedom with you, give 
me leave to put you in mind of another thing, which 
cannot tell how to account for ; and that is the many 
Inſfinuations you have againſt the Prie/s, as if jt was for 
their Advantage to have Myſteries in the Chriftian Relie 
gion. Several things of the ſame Nature I have met 
with in other Books that have comeout of late, and I 
am puzPd to know what all the Authors of them mean 
by their common cry againſt Prieffs, and laying all 
the Tricks and MyReries of Religion at their Doors. 
I deſire next time you write, you will be ſo kind as to 
inform me, what good end you propoſe to your ſelf by a 
ridiculous Repreſentation of rhe Order of Prieſthood ; 
and that, perhaps, may bea Key tolet me into the de- 
ſign of thoſe other Writers. I know very welt that 
they are Heathen, and Popiſh Prieſts, that are commonly | 
expoſed and inſulted in this manner; and I do not deny | 
that a great many of them have deſerved ſuch uſage ; but | 
why they ſhould be made the common Subjett of Raile- / 
ry now, 49 a Country. where the Prieſts have freed | 
themſelves from the Bondage of Superſtition and Religi- | 
ous Craft., where they have reduc'd Religion to tits / 
Primitive Standard, and conſtantly OREN It to the: 


People 1n the plaineſt, and moſt imple Dreſs; this I 
fay 


Mr. Toland. 


fay looks very odd, and ſeems to have ſomething either 
of Trick or Myitery in it. For my part, I never read any 
one of our Engl Divizes who talks of any Myſteries, 
which upan conlulting the Scriptures , I did not find to 
be Myſteries there as well as in his Book; and they are 
generally ſo far from making Chriftiavity more Myiteri- 
ous than it 1s, that they are rather guilty of the fault of 
ventuting upon too bold Explications of ſuch things as 
they are not able to comprehend. But pray what Ho- 

nour, or Advantage 1s there to be got by Myſterzes ? 

Suppoſe the Arrian, Socinian, or as you are pleas'd to 

diſtinguiſh rhe Unitarian Doftrines, were received here, 
would not they bring in as much Profit and Eſteem to 

the Ariany Socinian, or Unitarian Prieſts, as the Ortho- 
dox Opinions do to ours ? Tam afraid they would hardly 

be contented with that = nk” hich Nineparts 

in Ten of our Clergy ſubſiftupon. What then can be 

the meaning of fo many Jeſts and Refle&ions upon the 

Prie#s, when there is no preſent apparent likelihood, 

that Heatheniſm, or Popery ſhould prevail among us ? 

Such abundance of care and caurion as is now uſed for 

our Safety, and ſuch Zealous Admonitions as are now 

given us to beware of being trickt and impoſed upon, 

when there is no manner of Danger to be perceived, 

looks very impertinent ; but Ican hardly perſwade my 

{elf that you, and ſo many other as conſiderable Wri- 
ters that have appear*d of late in the Defence of our Iz» 
tellefual Liberty, have perfeAly thrown away your time 
and pains, and been only very impertinent, though I 

nuff own, I chink my ſelf ſometimes obliged in Cha- 

rity to believe ſo; becauſe I cannot otherwiſe give my 

ſelf any account of your behaviour , without aſcribing 

it to ſuch reaſons and motives as I am not willing to 
C 2 judge 


I- 
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judge you ated upon, Pardon me therefore, I intreat 
you, that I am rather inclined to make a little bold 
with your underſtanding, and to think you imperti- 
nent , than to entertain any hard thoughts of your mo- 
+: Fe ph which every Man ought to be moſt ten- 
der of. | 

Theſe are all the Remarks I thought fir ro trouble 
you with, upon your Book Intituled, Chri/tianity not 
Myſterious. 

The next thing that appeared in Print, which was 
ſaid to be yours, 'was.a Preface to the Lady's Religion ; 
but your Name not Ying to it, I am not certain it be- 
long*d to you ; and pon that account don't think my 
ſelt obliged to undertake an expreſs Defence of it , 
but ſhall content my ſelf with making this one-obſer- 
vation upon it, which, if 20 are the Author, will, I 
think, in ſome meaſure juſtify you from that untoward 
conſequence, ſome of our zealous Clergy were apt to 
draw from your raillery upon the Prietts, viz. That 
you was a ſworn Enemy to their whole Profeſſion ; 
For by this Preface, if it be yours, it is certain that 
there are ſome Prie/ts who have the honour of your 
acquaintance, and for whom you have a particular 
regard and eſteem. ?*Tis true indeed you are diſtin- 
vurſhing in your reſpe&t to Men of rhat Order ; and 
vou are very much inthe right of it : But if you meet 
with a Man of an unprejudic'd emaxcipated under ſtanding, 
whois hkewiſe a perſon of ſtrict integrity, and parity of 
behawinur, and of chaſt fevere Morals ; you meke him 
your Friend and Companion though a Prieſt, and you 
allow ir ro be his proper province to teach Moralzty ; 
and who car blame you for giving a preference to 
Ven of ſuch flagrant and extraordinary Merits ? This 

is 
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is ſuch a proof not only of: your. judgment; but. of. the, 
ſincerity of your intention in every. thing you do, as. 
puts me in mind of an excuſe for thoſe ſevere things 
you drop now and then againſt che Prifs, which 
wanted juſt: before, when I was diſcourſing,with you 
upon this head ; and that is, that you have dealt thus 
freely with them in general, in order toexcite the emu» 
lation of thoſe of a lower form in worth, and bring 
them up to the ſame pirch and Charatter with the 
Author of the Lady's Religion, | | 

Your late Apology for your ſelf, which is the anly 
thing extant that is certainly yours, and remains to be 
confidered,is written in fuch a manner as needs no-fur- 
ther Defence. You have there ſufficiently proved that 
the Lay-mez are as improper judges of Religion as the 
Prieits ; and. that a Parliament is altogether as fallible 
as a General Council : You have there likewiſe aſſured 
the- World, that you are not to be over-ruled by cen- 
ſures, or convinced by Arguments; that, you have as 
great an acquaintance among the Ladies, as, among the 
Men; and that Dr. Payne writ the beſt of any Man 
that has yer entred the Liſt againſt you, 

But, as to the laſt of theſe aſſertions, give me leave 
to tell you, with the ſame freedom I have all along 
uſed, that Iam nor fo intirely ſatisfied of the rruth of 
this as of the former ; and I the rather give way to my 
diſtruſts, becauſe 1 am of Opinion it would be a more 
compleat Juſtification of your; Book, to, ſay that Dr. 
Payne had as ill ſucceſs in his attempts upon it, ,as, $he 
other Anſwerers had. , I muſt needs ſay, I to La 
Bp. of Worceſter, Mr. Norris, and the ror of the 
Occaſional Paper, tobe Men of a ſuperiour CharaCter in 
Writing ; but I allow you to have a peculiar trait and 

_ ' | diſcernment 


— 
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difcerfiment ithe choice of thoſe Priefs you are pleaſed 
to favour with your good Word ; and therefore T in- 
ou no further into the reaſons and motives of your 
liking Dr. Payze. 

"All that T have further to obſerve to you upon your 
Apology, 1s that you are a, little too much concerned 
for the treatment you have met with in Ireland, and 
too apprehenſive of the conſequences « f it. 

Papiit, Impoſtour, and head of a new Set, are only 
terms to flouriſh with ; and you need not fear but the 
Gentlemen, who have beſtowed this angry Rhetorick 
upon "you, when they come to be better acquainted 
with you , and coolly examine their words by the 
ſevere rules of Truthy will change their language, and 
call in all their falſe ahd improper expreſſions. 

When they confider well what laudable pains you 
have taken to rid your ſelf of the firſt erxours and 
prejudices of your Education, they may probably be 
under the ' temptation to fear, leſt in throwing off 
Popery, you might trip a lirtle too far, and not leave 
your ſelf quite Religion enongh. And in truth, I cat 
imagine what ground they could have to ſuſpe& you a 
Paprſt at all, unleſs it was becauſe you had the pecu- 
tar fancy of Printing ſome part of the Tizle of your 
Book in Rex Letters; and in your Opinion of the 1riſb 
underſtandings, that was perhaps occaſion enough for 
ſuch a Charge. | 

Bur'thofe thar call'd you Impoſtour, and compared 

ou'to Mahomes, had a further reach with them, which 
; amt not able to fathom. However, I dare ingage 
to them, that they have'no reaſon to fear you upon any 
ſuch/account ; for if they will but take care to ſecure 
their 0/4 Religion, they are in no danger of your im- 


poſing 


cc 


Mr. Toland. 

poſling'a New one upan them 3: for *ris your: buſineſs to 
take away and pull down, to mend and conera&} 
and not' to lay any new Foundations, - where there 
has been too much Building already. 

This no doubt they will quickly be ſenſible of, as 
ſoowas their! ficſt tranſports of Zeal have had their due 
rime'of alſyaging ; and therefore vou need not trouble 
your ſelf for ſuch a ftrange undeſerved imputation; 
Neither, as I think, have you any more occaſion to 
be concerned for that other aſperſion, of your being 
markd out and deſigned to be the Rzing-leader of « new 
Seft of Religioniſts, that are to be called after your 
Name. I know you are not ſuperſtitious, and there- 
fore I need not adviſe you to give little credit to any 
Prophecy of this kind ; and for my part, except it: had 
been foretold, and the Prediction confirm'd to me by 
unqueſtionable ſigns, I cannot believe ſuch a thin 
will ever come to paſs. What Mr. Recorder Hantoc 
faid in his ingenious Harangue, muſt not be underſtood 
rigidly according to the Lerter ; he had heard of a great 
many Hereticks that ended in ----ifs and ----ias; and 
he thounke it a pretty ſhort way of expreſſing all the 
Gentlemen and Ladies, in and about Dublin, that fa- 


voured you with their Converſation, to call them Tolandiſts. 


But this is a liberty that was always allowed to Oratowrs, 
and therefore op may be {ſure of keeping your Name 
within its juſt dimenſions for the future , notwih- 
ſanding the Recorder of Dubliz did once in a Figu- 
Tative way, make bold roadd a Syllable to it. | 
Thus, ' Sir, have I given you'my thoughts of your 
Writengs in ſhort ; 1 ſhall add one word or- two more 
concerning your CharaFer, and then.beg your Pardon 
for che whole trouble together. 
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A Defence of 
; I have always: been' of: Opinion, That the General 
Charatter of a Man is the beſt Interpreter: of every 


thing he {ſays and does; and I am very ſorry to find. 


I muſt now be forced to go by a new rule, 1f I take 
upon me to judge at all of your end, -and intention in 
Writing what you have already Printed ; For upon 
the beſt info: mation I have been able to get, after a 
diligent inquiry, I find that the common Opinion of 
the World, and even that of your particular acquaint- 
ance, is ſuch as renders what f am inclined to urge in 
your Defence perfeCtly . igeffeQtual. And therefore, 
I will take this occaſion to acquaint you how the mat- 
ter ſtands betwixt me and my Friends,when you are the 
ſubje&t of diſcourſe, and my charity puts me upon 
turning vp the faireſt {ide of things. 

When they talk of Yeracity, Breeding, Diſcretion, or 
any ſuch qualifications as:;thoſe, I wave the diſpute as 
being. foreign ro the purpoſe : But-when they tell me 
you! are: look'd upon; r9 be a: Dezft, or at beſt but a 
narrow ſcanty Biliever of: Revelation 5 \when they aſſure 
me that-not only the Pr:e//s, and ſome of the bigotted 
People that are rid by them, have this Opinion of you, 
but-that the De:z/?s themſelves take you ro be in their 
intereſts ; that the Libertines are fond of you,and careſs 
you as one of their Party againſt all ez#abliſht forms of 
Religion ; and that this cannot be only an artifice of 
theirs to make their ſtrength appear more formidable, 
becauſe you have ſaid ſuch things in their Company as 
give them ſufficient reaſons to believe you of their Sen- 
timents ::- When I am; preſſed hard with ſuch accounts 
as theſe,: my Anſwer is,” That 'tis very difficult for me 
to conceive-how'any Man, that owns the leaſt tittle of 


Natural Religion, can publickly and ſolemnly profeſs to 
the 
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( Mr.'To anc J 
the-/World:that he is! firmly perſwaded-of the Truth of 


| the Chriſtian Religion, and the Scriprares, when at. the 
| fame time he does: not really and ja 


| ;: NO incerely. belteve any 
thing of them ; and therefore ſince you have made 
ſuch a profeſſion as this, I think my felf obliged to be» 
lieve you ſd far,'and upon that account, I ſhould chuſe 
rather to' ſuppoſe that your intimate converſation with: 
Deiſes and Libertines, . and your ſeeming compliance 
with ſome of their opinions was by a muſtaken-policy 
carried on, and continued with a deſign of winning 
them over to the Chriſtian Faith ; this, I tell them, I 
had much rather imagine, than make your behaviour 
an Argument for: calling your. own” Chriſtzanity in 
__— But with. ſome ſeeming contempt of my 

pine Charity, they anſwer me, that ſince I muſt be 
forced to call you Fool or Deiit, they believe you would 
be beſt pleaſed with the latter Title ; and they wonder 
I ſhould be fo unacquainted with the methods, uſed by 
the Enemies of our Religion, as not to know it isan uſual 
Artifice withthem to write booty, and to cover them» 
ſelves with'the profeſſion of Religion, in order to un» 
dermine it more ſecurely, and give their impiety an 
eaſier vent; for the truth of which obſervation they 
quote Mr. Blount, who in the Oracles of Reaſon plainly 
owns himſelf a Dei/t, and yet when he publiſhed his 
yy he would have pretended to take it very 
ill, .if you had ſaid he was not in earneſt in all the enco- 
miums he there beſtows upon the Chriſtian Religion, 
and his Bleſſed Saviour ; though at the ſame time ir 
was his de gn to have you believe him not in earneſt. 
Something I remember I ſaid to! this, but you being 
the beſt judge of your own intention, and the neceſſity 
of your own vindication in this matter, I ſhall leave 
the further reply to you. D Excule 
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ich x: Defence, which perhaps yqu-iay: nes. ap wall. 
like, tho never {0 welli meant :. But 1! thought 1 
could:nor doe you fuch. impartial ore hm the Werld, 
if T had ſhewed my ſelf ſo blind and paſhonatea Frignd, || 
as to. Over-look all faults, and; juſtify: every thing wish || 
the ſame degree of Zeal. ': IL am:afraid my" particular * 


ar 
conduQ-in this matter, '{o different from \the uſual bee | 
haviour of thoſe who ingage in the ſeryice.of a Friend, / 
or a cauſe, may give occaſion to ſome to ſizſpe that iay | 
ſtead of defending you, I have been expoſing yenall | 
this while to your Adverſaries; and: the ſame.niegent | 
louſy you know ſome :people have entertained of: fevge 
ral that have ſeemingly writ inhe' Defewct!of : lhe/thy 


but I can aſſure them that their -{ir{pie1ons' are 48:6 
grounded here'2s there, ,'.. {05 14 17 © © 0 
.To be ſerious and plain with! you, I have made-a$ | 
good's Defence for you vas I could for ®y-libt;0 and | 
though, I think at preſent, tis 4s (good as the. fijdjec+ | 
will bear, yer I heartily wiſh. you! may »make a bitter | 
for your ſelf ; in expeQtation of which 1: profels-ay | 
_ elf 1435.92} .-:ar2 3:5 
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